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the Metro section, two stories lead.
D.C. Test Results Seen as Progress;
that is about our youngsters who were
doing so poorly in the schools. The
other, Mr. Speaker, says For Washing-
ton a Positive Mark of Distinction.

Let me be explicit. The District of
Columbia is the best large city or place
to live in the eastern United States, ac-
cording to Money Magazine’s latest
ranking of the 300 most livable areas in
the Nation. It is not us, Mr. Speaker;
that is an objective observer, Money
Magazine, which has not always rated
your Nation’s Capital thusly. New
York City has already been heard to
complain, but I do not believe that
anyone in this Chamber has any reason
to complain, because, Mr. Speaker,
while this is our hometown, it is your
capital of the United States.

We have all be criticizing that cap-
ital. It is time for us to now start root-
ing for that capital as it pulls itself up
by its own bootstraps.

Money Magazine has an objective for-
mula which it uses to designate the
city. The entire details of that formula
are not public, but we do know that
they rated air quality, medical care,
property taxes and cultural facilities.

There are other improvements in the
District that we know cleared the way
for this designation. For example,
Money Magazine noted our higher than
average crime rate. But, Mr. Speaker,
the crime rate in the District of Co-
lumbia went down 20 percent, virtually
the largest reduction in the country
last year.

The national news recently had a
story about crime going down in the
country, and they used as an example
public housing in the District of Co-
lumbia.

Something important and different is
happening in this city, and this body
needs to take note of it.

Much else has happened in hometown
Washington that cleared the way for
this designation. A surplus, Mr. Speak-
er, not a balanced budget, but a surplus
2 years ahead of when it was expected.
Public housing now off the troubled
housing list; a Summer Stars program
which will end social promotion here in
the District of Columbia, one of the
first cities to do so in the Nation.

Scores up in our schools, and, Mr.
Speaker, I do want to read from that so
that you will hear it from the news-
paper and not from the Member:

D.C. Public School System showed
improvements in most grade levels in
the last scores from standardized tests.
That follows last year when students
showed no improvements whatsoever.
Our hats should be off to Dr. Arlene
Ackerman, the new superintendent
who has helped make this happen.

Mr. Speaker, the control board is
going to set 2 years earlier than antici-
pated because the District has moved
ahead with such energy to improve its
finances and now to improve its man-
agement. Money Magazine has gotten
the word. I come to the floor this
evening to make sure that this House
gets the word, too.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Idaho (Mrs. CHENOWETH) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mrs. CHENOWETH addressed the
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)
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CONDEMNATION OF HUMAN
RIGHTS ABUSES IN IRAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. ENGEL) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, Mr. Speak-
er, on June 1, 1998, the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran claimed its latest Jewish
victim. Rouhollah Kadkodazadeh, a 60-
year-old Jewish businessman, dis-
appeared about 10 weeks ago. His rel-
atives did not know where he was, and
his relatives’ search for him led no-
where until June 1, when the author-
ity, the Iranian authorities, called the
relatives in and said, ‘‘Pick up the
body.’’

No trial date was ever supplied. In
fact, it is not even clear whether a trial
ever took place or whether
Kadkodazadeh was afforded legal rep-
resentation or the ability to prepare a
credible defense. Reportedly, Mr.
Speaker, he was charged with being a
Zionist, a spy for Israel and a corrupt-
ing person on earth; those are all
quotes; which can mean anything de-
fined as corrupt in the opinion of the
tyrannical Iranian regime.

Recent perceptions of moderation
and openness and public declarations
by Iranian authorities, especially
President Mohammed Khatemi, about
respect for human rights and the rule
of law were beginning to restore a
glimmer of hope to Iranian religious
minority groups after years of persecu-
tion, arrests and extrajudicial killings.
This latest execution of a Jewish Ira-
nian only serves to undermine any no-
tion that a meaningful restoration of
civility is coming to Iran any time
soon.

With all the economic hardships,
pressures and social and ideological
fragmentation which today character-
ize Iranian society, it is safe to assume
that if Israel or anyone else even need-
ed spies in Iran, they could easily lo-
cate many less watched people who
would probably have better access to
confidential information than a 60-
year-old Jewish businessman.

In this vein the claim that
Kadkodazadeh was conducting espio-
nage for Israel does not appear to be
credible at all. It is more of the same,
more nonsense from the Iranian regime
which has no credibility whatsoever.
More likely it was an effort to keep an
already fearful population, the Jewish
population in Iran, about 10,000 strong,
living in fear.

As to the charge of Zionism, the fact
that such an accusation still carries
the death penalty in Iran speaks vol-
umes about that country’s respect for
the freedom of thought and expression.

But even if one was to accept this no-
tion as a reality, the simple truth
about Kadkodazadeh attested to by
those who knew him well is that he
was not a Zionist. In fact, according to
information I have been provided, he
was not politically oriented at all. In
Iran very few people are willing to en-
gage in Zionist activities given the
government’s open hostility to Israel
and Zionism itself.

All indications are that
Kadkodazadeh was an ordinary Jewish
person in Iran with no significant dis-
tinguishing characteristics from other
average Iranian Jews. Making the log-
ical assumption that those who
brought him to execution knew these
facts, one would conclude that some
power within the Iranian regime want-
ed a Jew killed.

As with similar cases throughout the
past, the reasons for such killings have
been varied. Some believe that radical
elements who oppose the somewhat
more moderate government’s rap-
prochement with the West and also
happened to control the security appa-
ratus as well as the judiciary under-
take these sorts of actions in order to
discredit the government. Others con-
tend that the execution is simply the
result of open hostility to religious mi-
norities in Iran.

Whatever the reason for
Kadkodazadeh’s execution, the world
needs to understand that Iranian Jews
can no longer carry the burden of sup-
plying a constant stream of sacrificial
lambs so that the various factions in
Iran can play out their political games.
No matter which faction was respon-
sible for the actual killing, the Govern-
ment of Iran must be on notice that
they and only they are responsible for
preserving the rights and safety of all
citizens of Iran, be they Jewish, Chris-
tian, Baha’i, Muslim or otherwise.

Mr. Speaker, we in the United States
Congress must condemn this brutal act
of execution, we must call attention to
this brutal act of execution and serve
notice in Iran that as a rogue state, she
will not be allowed normalization with-
in the international community until
there is respect for human rights, de-
mocratization and an end to encourag-
ing terrorism and extremism both in-
side and outside of its borders. What
happened in Iran with Mr.
Kadkodazadeh is a disgrace, a sham,
and should be condemned by all free-
dom-loving people all across the earth.
f
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COMMEMORATING THE 150TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE ESTABLISH-
MENT OF THE CHICAGO BOARD
OF TRADE
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. PE-

TERSON of Pennsylvania). Under a pre-
vious order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to recognize the 150th anni-
versary of the Chicago Board of Trade.
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